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Date 29/4/19
Dear Walton Parish council
North East Cumbria Forestry Investment Zone (FIZ) pilot study.
You may recall me writing to your PC in November. The FIZ pilot is now 6 months old and continues to make progress. I would be very keen to present both to the Parish council and to the wider community if you feel landowners and community members would benefit? Public engagement is at the heart of what we are doing and it is imperative we tease out issues at the earliest stage so that developing plans are fully informed.
The FIZ is based in North East Cumbria, to the North and East of the A69 and M6. The pilot phase is for a two year period, and is designed to explore how the initiative could work locally, and how it might expand nationally taking on lessons learned during this pilot study.
Aims

Within the NE Cumbria FIZ area we are seeking greater integration of farming, forestry, community and environmental interests. The FIZ pilot will be established to create the conditions that give landowners & investor’s confidence in locating and developing well-designed woodland creation schemes. The Cumbria FIZ will seek to smooth the application & approval process for creation schemes in appropriate locations – whether for: farm diversification, timber supply, water management, carbon sequestration, recreation, habitat creation.

In promoting integration of farming and forestry, the FIZ pilot is exploring with rural communities how new woodland creation and forestry activity can enhance the local economy and support farming businesses. 
What has been happening in the first 6 months?
There has been an intensive “start-up” phase which has mostly involved meeting groups, individuals and organisations, locally and nationally. To explain what the FIZ pilot is about, and to seek input and ideas on how the FIZ pilot can be taken forward to meet a wide variety of expectations from all participants.

Current progress: 

· We are working with Cumbria County Council to determine how we can make Archaeology data more readily available and easier to understand and clarify any restrictions for planting woodland. 

· We are working with Natural England to determine how woodland planting can protect important environmental features and SSSI habitat, and in doing so allow more commercial activity away from sensitive areas.
· We are working with the Forestry Commission’s Landscape Architect to begin assessing the whole FIZ pilot area, its capacity for woodland expansion and to determine how woodland might fit into the area – where is it appropriate and what type of woodland it might be.
· We have recently held the first “Contact Group” meeting in Longtown. With around 40 representatives on the group - from Community, farming, environment, forestry and various Government organisations. The purpose to inform on progress and seek direction for future work.
· We are discussing timber transport to inform future woodland creation.

These and other developing projects are designed to determine where well designed and considered woodland creation is appropriate – and, importantly, where it is not. 

I will keep Parish Councils within the FIZ pilot area informed as to progress over the remaining 18 months. Later in the year, I hope to run some informative practical demonstration days/evenings to look at how woodland creation might assist in the economy of landholdings and the wider area, with input from farming, environmental and forestry and business expertise.

Yours faithfully
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Jim O’Neill

Forestry Investment Zone Implementation officer

tel mobile 07831 174639

Direct dial no. 0300 067 4191

e mail; jim.o’neill@forestrycommission. gov.uk
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