

WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 11 November 2013 at 7.30pm in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs John Evans (Chairman), Jonathan Fowler, Gordon Kyle, Tom Brocklebank, T Alan Armstrong and Alan F Armstrong.
In Attendance: 
City Councillor S Bowman, County Councillor J Mallinson and parishioners I Bullough, B Hogg, B Davidson, T Mark, F Winter and I Douglas.
Apologies:

Cllr Simon Wood (apologies from Cllr. A Davies received following meeting).
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	654/13
	Minutes Of Meeting Held Friday 20th September 2013 

Resolved that the minutes of the last Parish Council be agreed and signed as a true record
	

	
	
	

	655/13
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests had been received.  Dispensations granted to all present councillors to discuss the precept last year have carried forward for the life of the Council.
	

	
	
	

	656/13
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Evans declared an interest in matters relating to the Village Hall.
	

	
	
	

	657/13
	Public Participation
The Chair suspended the PC meeting for a maximum of fifteen minutes to allow for the public to comment.

Mr Mark requested a response to an email sent to an unknown address requesting permission for erecting the annual Christmas tree.  As no known email had been received by the Council it was agreed to discuss the matter later in the agenda.

Mr Bullough reported renewed concerns over speeding in the Village, particularly by silage contractors.  A discussion regarding signage, letters to the contractors and failure of finding any evidence of speeding by the Police followed.  The matter will be discussed fully at the next meeting.

Reports From City/County Councillor

County Cllr. Mallinson advised that repeater signage for the Village for the above-mentioned speeding issue may be possible, although the legislation to allow its installation was very prescriptive.  This is to be investigated before the next meeting to allow for it to be discussed fully.
City Cllr. Bowman informed parishioners that a new arts centre is to be made in the old fire station and that the Mayors medieval banquet night for his three charities had been a great success.
	CLERK

	
	
	

	658/13
	Clerks Report
The report had been previously circulated and the following points were noted without comment:
Community Right to Bid Scheme – the Parish Council have been notified that an application has been made to register the former Centurion Inn under this scheme.  The Clerk, under delegated powers, responded with the Parish Council’s support for the application.  

County Council Land – work continues to progress with the asset transfer from the County Council to the Parish Council of two parcels of land. No completion date has yet been estimated.

Sports and Physical Activity Day – took place in the Village Hall on 31st October with 19 children in attendance.

Carlisle City Council Local Plan – Cllr. Fowler responded to this consultation on behalf of the Parish Council.

Play Area Signage – the safety signage has been installed on the picnic bench in the play area.

Highways matters – a blocked drain at Kelwood and eroded white lines at Nickies Hill were reported to Highways following the September meeting.  A removed street light near to Roman House has also been enquired about for repair/replacement. 

Drain involved in vehicle accident – the drainage has been monitored in times of heavy rain.  No concerns were reported and the matter will be closed unless further information is presented.

Grass strimming adjacent to church – the grass cutter has included the strimming free of charge this year and will review the price next financial year.
	

	
	
	

	659/13
	Rural Information Day 
County Cllr. Mallinson informed Councillors that the information day, held at Scaleby Village Hall, had been a great success with a good mix of providers present and a high attendance of residents.  It was possible that the event may be repeated in other locations in the future.  Cllr. Davies had attended on behalf of Walton PC.
	

	
	
	

	660/13
	CPCA/County Council Meeting  
Cllr. Evans reported he had attended this meeting on behalf of the PC and had heard presentations on hedge cutting and winter gritting.  Notes are available if any Councillor wishes to have more detailed feedback.  Councillors discussed the recently received winter gritting schedules that had been posted directly to all parishioners’ doors.  A reminder note of these new schedules will be placed in the next newsletter, along with an article on winter path clearing and snow champions.  
	

	
	
	

	661/13
	Cumbria County Council Budget Consultation 
County Cllr. Mallinson provided a useful summary of the consultation document and underlying issues facing the County Council over the next three years – requiring savings of over £80m over the period.  Concerns were particularly raised over proposals involving the removal of sixth form students travel subsidies and changes to street lighting.  It was resolved that Councillors should evaluate the consultation on behalf of parishioners and provide any comments to Cllr. Fowler before the end of the year.  Any differing or contentious views will be brought back to the January meeting before final submission is agreed.  Councillors were reminded they can also reply to the Consultation personally.
	JF

	
	
	

	662/13
	Defibrillator

All Councillors were aware of the recently held Charity Auction which had raised almost £1400 towards the purchase and installation of a defibrillator.  Thanks were given to the group of parishioners responsible for organising the event.  Resolved that the Parish Council adopt ownership of the equipment and assume responsibility for its maintenance annually (estimated at a cost of £45 per annum).  It was confirmed that the cabinet was to be placed outside of the village hall door in due course.
	

	
	
	

	663/13
	Oil Buying Cooperative
This item was deferred until the January meeting.
	

	
	
	

	664/13
	Broadband
Cllr. Brocklebank discussed the possible need to register for a Community Build Scheme in light of new evidence that had shown that some of the outlying properties in the parish were unable to receive any broadband signal at all.  A dilemma however did exist in that BT had guaranteed 2mbs minimum speed to even the seven percent of home that will be unable to receive superfast speeds – and so if BT were to have to replace cables to these areas to honour this guarantee then they may well replace with the superfast fibre cable, thereby eliminating any need for parish involvement.  Cllr. Brocklebank is to investigate likely costs of any Community Build Scheme and report back in due course.
	TB

	
	
	

	665/13
	Track Adjacent to Church 
Following a previous request for signage to prevent vehicles using the track as a shortcut, the Highways department had been consulted and a quote for signage had been obtained.  This was to be £112 per sign (2 signs required) plus installation.  Concerns were raised about the policing of such signage and whether they would act as a deterrent to locals, who are the primary users of it.  After consideration it was resolved not to progress with the signs.  The situation will however be monitored in case it worsens.

	

	66613/
	Dog Roaming on Village Green

This matter was raised following concerns by a member of the public at the September meeting. Clarification was given by Councillors that all areas of the Village Green are open to dog walkers, although responsibility for the collection of waste remained with the owner, including in the moor.  
	

	
	
	

	667/13
	Reports from Other Bodies
Walton Village Hall Management Committee:  Cllr. Evans confirmed that the leaking roof had been repaired; however a quotation was required for repair of the toilet ceiling following the prolonged leakage of the roof.  Funds have been raised by the Social Committee to pay for this work as well as Council grant funding obtained.
Save Our Pub:  Cllr. Evans confirmed that many objections had been submitted to the retrospective planning application.  A City Council Planning Committee meeting is to be held in December but no confirmation was available as to when the applications outcome would be decided.  
Walton Village Hall Social Committee:  No report had been provided to Councillor Fowler for update.  Councillors did confirm under this matter that they would be happy to see the Christmas Tree erected on the Village Green as in previous years.
Walton Play Area Group:  Cllr. Evans noted that further lottery funding had been offered for another event before Christmas which the Play Area Group were investigating.  If any application is successful then publicity will be provided in due course. 
	

	
	
	

	668/13
	Accounts to end September 2013
Summary accounts from 1st April 2013 to 30 September 2013 had been previously circulated and were noted.
	

	
	
	

	669/13
	Precept 2014/15
	

	
	A full report highlighting likely income and expenditure issues for the remainder of this financial year had been previously circulated.  Various issues for 2014/15 had been raised in the report including probable expenditure on play days by the play area monies and also the likely reserve forecast by March 2015.  It was also confirmed that some works, for example, repainting a bench, could be done by volunteers, however, there was  a need to ensure that any such person was competent.  The summary points of likely income and expenditure for the following year were noted as:
Income expected for 2014/15

Carry forward:


£8,132

Precept



£5,051

Concurrent services grant

£542

Newsletter Adverts


£50

Wayleave 



£103

Bank Interest



£4

Play Area Days


£150

Total




£14,032

A small amount of VAT reclaim money will also be received but is not shown in expenditure either.

Expenditure expected for 2014/15
Clerk’s salary 


£1,795

Administration


£1,228

Newsletter



£360

Insurance



£880

Projects



£400

Play Days



£1,050

Maintenance



£2,085

Grants Fund



£750

Contingency



£500

Total




£9,048

Income will exceed expenditure by £4,984.  This is contingent upon the year end outcome at 31st March 2014 and includes £465 of play area ring-fenced funds leaving a true carry forward expected for the 2015/2016 year of a reasonable £4,519.
It was therefore resolved that the budget for 2014/15 be £9,048 in line with the above suggestions and the Precept for 2014/15 be £5,051.  This represents a two percent increase which is equivalent to just under £1 per household annually.
	

	
	
	

	670/13
	Donation Requests

Requests had been received from the Great North Air Ambulance, Lees Hill School PTA and also the Brampton and District Red Squirrel Group.  All requests were deferred until the January meeting to allow for further background information to be obtained.
	CLERK

	
	
	

	671/13
	Accounts Payable:

The following receipts of income were noted:

· £400 Walton Play Area Group (donation towards future play day to be arranged)

· £55 Walton Play Area Group (donation towards signage)

· £1375.20 Walton Defibrillator Group

Resolved to authorise expenditure on the following:

· £138.08 salary November 2013 Sarah Kyle 
· £138.08 salary December 2013 (Sarah Kyle) 
· £49.90 Reimbursements and home office expenses (part-payment) (Sarah Kyle)
· £150 Grass Cutting September (CGM) 
· £1050 A Warwick Plumbing (Boiler)
· £30 T Mark (Map board painting)
· £556 Walton Village Hall (County/City Council Roof Repairs Donation)
· £1000 Cumbria County Council (Defibrillator)
	

	
	
	

	672/13
	Councillor Matters

The following matters are to be discussed at the next meeting:

· Entrance signage to Village

· Grant Funding from Cumbria County Council – ideas are to be forwarded to the Chair before the meeting if possible

· Draft Carlisle City Centre Masterplan Consultation – Cllr. Evans is to circulate this document – comments must be returned to him for collation for submission before 1 December 2013.
	JE

	
	
	

	673/13
	Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications

A schedule had been previously circulated and was noted.
	

	
	
	

	674/13
	Date Of Meetings 2014
The schedule of meetings for 2014 was agreed as follows:
Monday 13 January 2014

Monday 10 March 2014

Monday 12 May 2014 (preceded by Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm)

Monday 14 July 2014

Monday 8 September 2014

Monday 10 November 2014
	


The meeting closed at 20.27.

Signed:………………………

Date:………………………..


