

WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 12 May 2014 at 7.30pm in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs John Evans (Chair), Jonathan Fowler, Gordon Kyle, Tom Brocklebank, T Alan Armstrong and Simon Wood.
In Attendance: 
City Councillor S Bowman and parishioners T Winter, L Wilson, J Smith, B Hogg, B Davidson, T Mark, I Newing, E Clay, G Clay and T Winter.
Apologies:
Cllrs A Davies and A F Armstrong. Parishioners Mrs P Cronin and Mrs J Smith.
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	714/14
	Election of Chairman
Resolved that Cllr. J Evans be elected Chairman for the year 2014/15.  Cllr Evans signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
	

	
	
	

	715/14
	Minutes Of Meeting Held Monday 10th March 2014 

Resolved that the minutes of the last Parish Council be agreed and signed as a true record
	

	
	
	

	716/14
	Appointment of Vice-Chairman
Resolved that Cllr J Fowler be appointed Vice-Chairman for the year 2014/15.
	

	
	
	

	717/14
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests had been received.  
	

	
	
	

	718/14
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr. Wood declared an interest in all matters relating to the Save Our Pub group and Cllr. Evans declared an interest in all matters relating to Walton Village Hall.
	

	
	
	

	719/14
	Public Participation
719/14.1 Reports From City Councillor
City Cllr Bowman noted that the City Council was busy at the moment with elections, with one-third of seats being voted upon in May 2014.  It was noted that the election for the Walton area would be in 2015.
719/14.2 Public Comments

Mr Winter raised concerns that the plastic recycling bin was being used for non-recyclable items such as plant pots and this was filling up the bin too quickly and causing problems for the collection wagons.  A large amount of rubbish that had been removed from the bins had been left outside the hall and reported as fly-tipping the previous week.  It was resolved to look into the matter and enquire how other parishes handle the problem.  An article will also be placed in the newsletter and enquiries made about how often the bins are being emptied.
	CLERK

	
	
	

	720/14
	Financial Regulations
Resolved that:

· Updated financial regulations (previously circulated) be adopted with immediate effect.
· Cllrs. Fowler and Brocklebank be authorised to sign instructions for a standing order to pay the Clerks salary for the remainder of 2014/15 (effective June 2014) and for the whole of 2015/16.
· Cllr. Wood be given responsibility for confirming the bank reconciliation at each meeting.
· The internet banking mandate to be updated to authorise the Clerk as the Service Administrator.
	

	
	
	

	721/14
	Administrative Matters

721/14.1 Internal Auditor

The continuing appointment of Mrs P Cronin as Internal Auditor for the financial year 2014/15 and all future years until further notice was noted.  Mrs Cronin was thanked for her thorough work.
	

	
	
	

	
	721/14.2 Appointment of Representatives

Resolved to appoint the following councillors onto the named committees:

· Walton Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Evans
· Save our Pub Group – Cllr Fowler
· Brampton and Beyond – Cllr Davies
· Walton Play Area Group – Cllr Wood
· Broadband Champion – Cllr Brocklebank
	

	
	
	

	
	721/14.3 Clerks Report
The report had been previously circulated and the following points were noted:

Cumbria County Council Land – the small branches that had been left behind were removed voluntarily by James Kyle. Thanks are given to him for his assistance in helping clearing up the mess.  It is unknown who had taken the bulk of the wood without authorisation.

CPCA/City Council Grant Funding – The outcome of the grant application was not known at the time of writing.  

County Council Funding - The full £750 applied to host a third Play Activity Day was secured.  Play Days will therefore take place in the Village Hall as previously discussed.  

Oil Buying Co-operative – an article was placed in the Parish Council newsletter.  Three households have expressed an interest to date.  The scheme is to be promoted via twitter, Facebook and the parish website to try and gather more interest.  The amount of indicative savings likely to be achieved by such a scheme is also to be investigated and will be publicised.

Orchard House – the Clerk wrote to the owners with the Councils response regarding the ownership of the boundary hedge.

Electricity Pole – confirmation was obtained from the Commons Registration Department that the Parish Council had responsibility for the protection of an area of Common Land at Spout Bank, although the Council does not own the land.  Written consent was therefore given to the Electricity Board to move one electricity pole.

Potholes – it is recognised that the state of the roads is an on-going problem and both parishioners and councillors alike are requested to report the potholes at the time of seeing them to the Highways hotline.  A call reference number should be requested for records.

Village Tidiness – concerns had been raised regarding the parking of larger vehicles in the centre of the village.  Any concerns over parking should be directed to the Police who can confirm the vehicle is legally taxed and parked (not causing any obstruction and not been driven onto the pavement).
	CLERK

	
	
	

	
	721/14.4 Purchase of Printer
Resolved to authorise the Clerk to purchase a printer to a maximum cost of £100.
	CLERK

	
	
	

	
	721/14.5 Projects
Councillors were asked to think of ideas of future suitable projects.  A small amount of money has been budgeted for a project during the forthcoming year and councillors were asked to suggest suitable schemes at the next meeting.  An article will also be placed in the next newsletter and on Facebook to ask for parishioner suggestions.
	

	
	
	

	
	721/14.6 Play Area Inspection
It was noted that the annual play inspection has been carried out with no matters requiring attention.  A small number of low risk items were identified and the costs for these will be investigated in due course, however as they are low risk it is not essential they are carried out.  The Chair noted he had attended a training course on play area safety and this will be discussed fully at the next meeting.  It was noted that the weekly play area inspection is carried out by Mr P Cronin.
	

	
	
	

	722/14
	Planning
722/14.1 14/0238 L/A rear of 1 & 2 Whitehouse, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DJ - Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) Of Previously Approved Permission 13/0326 – it was  noted the Clerk responded under delegated powers with “no representation” and permission had been subsequently granted.

722/14.2 13/0642 The Centurion Inn, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DH - Change Of Use Of Ground Floor Public House And Associated First Floor Letting Bedrooms To 1no. Dwelling; Alterations and Extensions to Form Ground Floor Gazebo and First Floor Balcony (Retrospective) – noted that permission has been refused.  The Clerk had telephoned to request an update for the meeting but no further information was currently available.  
	

	
	
	

	723/14
	Reports from Other Bodies
Walton Village Hall Management Committee:  Cllr. Evans reported that it was the Village Hall AGM on Friday 16th May at 7pm.  Thanks were also noted to the volunteers who had helped re-paint the toilets in the hall.  It was also noted that that the allegations that had been made regarding potentially illegal financial practices had led to the Village Hall having their accounts verified by an independent accountant.  A clean bill of health was reported and no action is required on their part.  Finally it was noted that the Post Office had won grant funding to provide laptops and Wi-Fi in the Village Hall.  The Village Hall will take over the maintenance of these in due course.
Save Our Pub:  No update was available.
Walton Play Area Group:  No update was given.
Broadband Champion: Cllr. Brocklebank reported that the self-build schemes were currently on hold as the Connecting Cumbria project has been given additional government funding which has yet to be allocated.  Cllr. Brocklebank is to find out when the switch-on of superfast broadband in Walton will be.
	TB

	
	
	

	724/14
	724/14.1 Internal Audit Report 
Noted that a written report had been received from the internal auditor confirming that the accounts were in good and correct order and no actions were necessary.
	

	
	
	

	
	724/14.2 Accounts to year ended 31st March 2014

Resolved that the accounts to the year ended 31st March 2014 be approved.
	

	
	
	

	
	724/14.3 Audit Commission Annual Return for Year Ended 31st March 2014

Resolved to approve the Annual Governance statement of assurance and authorise the Chairman and Clerk to sign the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2014.

	

	
	724/14.4 Receipts
The receipt of the following income was noted:
· £4610.44 precept and £440.56 CTRS Grant (Totalling £5051 requested) (Carlisle City Council) 

· £750 grant for Play Days (Cumbria County Council) (previous financial year)

· £423.07 Village Hall insurance (Walton Village Hall)
724/14.5 Payments

Resolved to authorise payment of the invoices as listed in the schedule dated 12th May 2014.


	

	725/14
	Councillor Matters

Cllr. Brocklebank reported that the waste bin near the BT Green Cabinet has not been replaced correctly after the instillation of the fibre optic cabinet.  This is to be reported to the relevant authority.
Cllr. Fowler reported concerns by parishioners of untidiness in the parish, including some areas of the Village Green and also the former Centurion Inn car park.  This matter will be placed on the next agenda for full discussion.
Cllr. Evans requested that the defibrillator maintenance and its security be put on the next agenda.
	CLERK

	
	
	

	726/14
	Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications

Items received since the last meeting and not otherwise on the agenda were noted.
	

	
	
	

	727/14
	Date of Next Meeting
Resolved that the next meeting will be held on Monday 14th July 2014 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Walton.  
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.16pm. 

	


Signed:………………………

Date:………………………..


