

WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 13th May 2013 at 7.30pm in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs John Evans (Chair), Alan T Armstrong, Gordon Kyle, Jonathan Fowler, and Alan F Armstrong.
In Attendance:
County Councillor John Mallinson, City Councillor Syd Bowman, Parishioners Brian Hogg, Fraser Winter, Tom Winter and Mel Warwick.  
Apologies:
Cllrs Simon Wood and Tom Brocklebank
	
	
	Action

	537/13
	Election Of Chairman
	

	
	Resolved that Cllr. J Evans be unanimously elected Chairman for the year 2013/14.  Cllr Evans signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
	

	
	
	

	538/13
	Minutes Of Meeting Held Monday 11th March 2013 

Resolved that the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 11th March 2013 be agreed and signed as a true record by the Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	539/13
	Appointment of Vice-Chairman 

Resolved that Cllr J Fowler be appointed Vice-Chairman for the year 2013/14.
	

	
	
	

	540/13
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests had been received.
	

	
	
	

	541/13
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr Evans declared an interest in all matters relating to Walton Village Hall.  The Chair noted that following the last meeting the Code of Conduct had been recirculated and would be adhered to more strictly where necessary.
	

	
	
	

	542/13
	Reports From City/County Councillors
The Chair reported at this stage that the Councillor and Clerks surgeries that had been held had not been supported and would be cancelled.  This information will be circulated in the newsletter with the view that they can be restarted should parishioners need them.  
The Chair also said that with the surgeries cancelled he would be available to meet parishioners if requested.
City Cllr Bowman reported that the City Council had recently sold off some land for £15m and the proceeds of the sale were discussed.  He also reported that Ray Bloxham was to become the new Mayor of Carlisle.
County Cllr Mallinson introduced himself at his first meeting in post in the parish to the Council and parishioners.
	

	
	
	

	543/13
	Public Participation
Before comments were taken the Chair explained that the Council would be stricter in not allowing parishioners to comment during the agenda items and those in attendance were urged to take this as their only opportunity to make representations to the Council.

Mrs Warwick stated that she was objecting to the proposal to name the land adjacent to 1&2 White House as “Orchard Close” as it was too similar to the name of her property.  She stated that guidance recommended naming of new areas was done in context with the history of its location and not other locations in the area.  The Chair noted that the matter was to be discussed later on the agenda.
Mr F Winter reported that the Social Committee were running a games night on Saturday 25th May and a “Bit of a Do” with barbeque and disco on Saturday 6th July.  Full information will be available in the newsletter.   
Mr T Winter requested that he be granted permission to erect a screen beside the recycling bins on the side nearest to Greenacres.  The request was noted and the Chair explained it would be dealt with under the matter of recycling later in the meeting.

	

	544/13
	Councillor Resignation

The resignation of Robert Ridley was noted.  Resolved to action the necessary procedures to declare a vacancy.  Anyone interested should contact a member of the Parish Council for further information.  
	CLERK

	
	
	

	545/13
	Appointment of Representatives to Outside Bodies

Resolved that the following Councillors be appointed as follows:

· Walton Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr. Evans

· Walton Village Hall Social Committee – Cllr. A T Armstrong 
· Save Our Pub Group – Cllr J Fowler
· Brampton and Beyond – No representative however information is to be requested as and when appropriate.
It was noted that councillors need not attend meetings unless they personally want to; the role of the representative was merely to allow the group to have a named councillor to contact should they wish to feedback information or request support.
	

	
	
	

	546/13
	Clerks Report

The following points were to be noted by the Council:

Recycling Report - will be discussed at the next meeting due to the resignation of Councillor Ridley.  Cllr. AF Armstrong is to consult with him regarding the noise reduction of the glass bin.
Under this matter the request made by Mr T Winter was discussed.  It was agreed in principal that the idea of a screen was to be supported and resolved that the Chair research whether this was legal in context of Village Greens before discussing the matter fully with Mr Winter with a view to granting permission. 

Tree Management Plan – Amendments have been made as suggested at the last meeting and the plan is now in operation.

Transport Consultation – this was responded to with the agreed comments.

Internal Audit Review – The internal audit was carried out by Mrs P Cronin and there were no issues to report to the Council.

Land Asset Transfer – the Clerk attended a meeting with Niall McNulty and Rhian Davies.  The asset transfer business case report has been completed and will be submitted to the County Council Cabinet meeting in July for consideration.

Recycling Noise/Reading Room Parking Complaint – It is noted that the Chair wrote to the complainant to outline the Parish Council’s findings and has also held a meeting with her to discuss concerns.

Tea Room Parking Complaint – It is noted that the Chair wrote to the Village Hall Secretary to outline the Parish Council’s findings.

Centurion Inn Enforcement – The enforcement notice compliance period expired on 19th April.  We have been informed that part of the notice has been complied with in that the use of the premises for food processing, game dealing and food distribution has ceased and one of the chiller cabinets has gone. However the flat on the first floor is still in use.  The enforcement team at the City Council are pursuing that matter at the moment.
	AFA

JE

	
	
	

	547/13
	Financial Regulations
Resolved to agree updates to the previously circulated financial regulations.
	

	
	
	

	548/13
	Newsletter Advertising Fees 
Resolved to adopt the reduced advertising fees as had been previously circulated to Councillors.
	

	
	
	

	549/13
	Community Led Plan
Resolved to adopt in principal the Community Led Plan.  The Plan is a summary of the wishes of parishioners and will form the basis for actions for the Parish Council in the future.
	

	
	
	

	550/13
	Village Green Tracks

Three separate requests had been received to carry out maintenance works on the tracks on the Village Green (two for the track at Strathaven and one for that adjacent to Kingbank).  A lengthy discussion followed regarding the implications for commencing a maintenance programme and also the problem of locals and visitors using the track at Kingbank for a thoroughfare/shortcut rather than just householders accessing their own properties.  No known precedent on the matter by other parishes was available.  As the issue was extremely complex due to the village green legislation regarding driving/resurfacing/damaging the Green it was resolved that the Chair consider a cost benefit analysis and produce a policy for circulation appropriate to the results, similar to the existing parking policy that is in existence.  The issue will be finalised at the July meeting.

	JE

	551/13
	Rose House/Reading Room No-Parking Signage Request
Further to min. ref. 517/13 it was reported that on the Reading Room opening day there had not proven to be any problems with parked cars either outside the Reading Room or Rose House.  The Chair also reported he had met with the owner of Rose House and confirmed that no-parking signage was not desired.  Resolved not to proceed with signage on the Green.


	

	552/13
	Play Area Inspection

Noted that an independent inspection had been carried out which had highlighted very few low risk problems (for example, a bolt cap needing replaced underneath a piece of equipment).  It was confirmed that the Play Area Group were still responsible for maintenance until they officially hand over the assets, for which the timescale was unknown. It would however be necessary for the Parish Council to start budgeting for repairs in the future.  Resolved that no action need be taken over issues identified in report.  
	

	
	
	

	553/13
	Lime Trees

Resolved to obtain quotations to have the lime trees excessive growth removed and to proceed with the quotation if it falls into the budgeted amount before the next meeting.  
	CLERK

	
	
	

	554/13
	13/0128 The Reading Room, Walton Village Hall, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DJ - Change Of Use Of Reading Room To Tea Room/Village Hall

Noted that permission has been granted and the tea room had started trading on 13 May 2013.


	

	555/13
	Naming of the land adjacent to 1&2 Whitehouse to be known as “Orchard Close”
A letter received from Mr & Mrs Warwick was read out highlighting their concerns that the name was too similar to their property and as it was within the same postal code they were worried over potential confusion.  Councillors were informed that prior to the City Council consulting the Parish Council any potential duplication was already checked for.  Councillors were also given a list of valid reasons that could be used for grounds for objection.  Councillors however voted in the majority to resolve to object to “Orchard Close”, due to the two similar names sharing the same postal code.  The Clerk will submit the objection in liaison with Cllr. AF Armstrong.

	AFA

CLERK

	556/13
	Neighbourhood Planning

The Chair noted that he had begun to investigate the neighbourhood planning process.  His report is currently being reviewed in light of new guidance and will be circulated before the next meeting.  
	JE

	
	
	

	557/13
	Kingbank Camping Barn
Following concerns over increased driving on the Village Green when opened (min. 514/13 refers) the owners of the Kingbank camping barn had confirmed in writing that they would be focused on providing accommodations and services for cyclists and walkers of Hadrian’s Wall and would not be promoting the use of the Village Green for parking.  Councillors agreed this was sufficient and the Chair will write to them to thank them for their co-operation.
	JE

	
	
	

	558/13
	Additional Planning Applications
It was noted that the Parish Council were due to be consulted on two planning applications however the plans had not yet been received.  Resolved to hold an additional meeting of the Council on Friday 24th May 2013 at 7.30pm to discuss them.
	

	
	
	

	559/13
	Report from Walton Village Hall Management Committee Representative 
Cllr Evans explained that the Hall currently needed a new roof and boiler which was to be discussed later in the meeting.  He also reiterated that the tea room had reopened under new management.
	

	
	
	

	560/13
	Report from Save Our Pub Representative

No report was given.  Cllr Fowler will make contact with the group prior to the next meeting.
	

	
	
	

	561/13
	Report from Walton Village Hall Social Committee Representative
Mr Winter’s earlier mention of the upcoming social events was confirmed.
	

	
	
	

	562/13
	Report from Broadband Champion
The Chair read out a statement from Councillor Brocklebank outlining that the final clearance from the EU is still awaited for the funding but the decision is expected in the next month.   Councillor Brocklebank had also met with some of the key figures from BT and Cumbria County Council and there may be an opportunity for him to meet one of them either in Walton or Brampton to show local issues.  There is talk of a "big reveal" on 21 June which will show which are the 93% of the county which will receive superfast broadband although the date is not confirmed.   
	

	
	
	

	563/13
	Carlisle Parish Councils Association Summary of Executive Meeting – 16 April 2013

This previously circulated summary was received and noted.
	

	
	
	

	564/13
	Locality Working Consultation

The papers had been previously discussed at the March meeting (min 522/13 refers) and a response had already been given outlining the Councils views to the meeting of the CPCA held on 19 March.  Resolved that the Chair use that response to answer the consultation questions provided.
	JE

	
	
	
	

	565/13
	Accounts to Year Ended 31st March 2013

Resolved that the accounts to the year ended 31st March 2013 be approved and signed by the Chairman.
	

	
	
	

	566/13
	Audit Commission Annual Return for Year Ended 31st March 2013
Resolved to approve the statement of Assurance and authorise the Chairman to sign the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2013


	

	567/13
	Insurance 2013/14
Resolved to accept a quotation for Parish Council Insurance cover for 2013/14 from Aviva (Insurance Broker Network) in the sum of £828.13 (includes Village Hall donation and play area asset insurance [pre-paid].

	

	568/13
	Donation Request
It was explained that the Village Hall boiler had broken beyond repair and had been condemned.  The Clerk, in anticipation of the request to purchase a new boiler, had authorised the obtaining of quotations.  Councillors all agreed it was essential to replace the boiler for the Hall and it was resolved to purchase a new boiler for donation to the Hall to a maximum cost to the Parish Council of £1200.  This was to be added to a donation from the Walton Village Hall Social Committee of £1000 and any grant funding that could be obtained.  The Clerk is to proceed with grant applications, including the County Council Community Funds.  City Cllr. S Bowman kindly offered a donation of £200 which was gratefully accepted.

	
CLERK

	569/13
	Sports and Activity Scheme
The provision of these activity days during the summer holidays (min 510/13 refers) was reconsidered in light of the above boiler purchase and it was resolved not to proceed with any provision of the days during this year.  The scheme will be taken into account in the budgeting process for 2014/15.  

	

	570/13
	CPCA Second Round Funding – to consider whether to make a grant application

Resolved to apply for funding towards the new village hall boiler (min 568/13).
	CLERK

	
	
	

	571/13
	Accounts Payable

The following receipts were noted:

· £4952 precept (Carlisle City Council) 

· £15 advertising fee’s (Animal Refuge)

· £146.14 transfer from Play Area account into PC account (insurances)

Resolved: to authorise the following expenditure:

· £136.72 salary May 2013 (Sarah Kyle) 
· £136.72 salary June 2013 (Sarah Kyle) 
· £68.90 Reimbursements (Sarah Kyle)
· £71.94 The Play Inspection Company Ltd (Play Area Account) 
· £123.50 CALC Annual Subscription 
· £828.18 Insurance Broker Network annual premium 
· £56.00  rental (Walton Village Hall)
· £150.00 – Colvilles Grounds Maintenance
· £146.14 transfer from Play Area account to PC account (insurances)
	

	
	
	

	572/13
	Council Matters and Agenda Items for Future Meetings 

Recycling Consultation

Further to the publication of the agenda, notification had been received that Carlisle City Council were consulting about plans to remove the recycling payments that are currently received by the Parish Council and generally amount to approximately £200 per year.  Resolved to object to the plans on the grounds that many households in Walton do not receive doorstep collection facilities and are therefore saving the Council money which should be returned to the Parish.
	JE

	
	
	

	573/13
	Correspondence

A schedule of correspondence, notices and publications that were not otherwise listed on the agenda was received and noted.  It was noted that a proposed 1% pay offer for the Clerk was being discussed in the CALC Circular.  It was also noted that transport information sessions are taking place in Brampton library on various dates.
	

	
	
	

	574/13
	Date Of Next Meeting

An additional meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Friday 24th May at 7.30pm.  The next scheduled meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Monday 8th July 2013 at 7.30pm.  
	


The meeting closed at 8.59pm.

Signed:………………………

Date:………………………..


