

`WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 16th March 2015 at 7.30pm in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs John Evans (Chairman), Jonathan Fowler, Gordon Kyle, Austen Davies, Alan F Armstrong, Simon Wood, Tom Brocklebank and T Alan Armstrong.
In Attendance: 
City Councillor S Bowman.  Parishioners B Hogg, I Bullough, M Winter, B Davidson and J Davies.
Apologies:
County Cllr. J Mallinson
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	775/15
	Minutes Of Meeting Held Monday 12th January 2015 

Resolved that the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting be agreed and signed as a true record
	

	
	
	

	776/15
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests had been received.  
	

	
	
	

	777/15
	Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Wood and Davies declared an interest in item 782/15.2.  Cllr. Evans declared an interest in all matters relating to the village hall and Cllr. Armstrong declared an interest in item 780/15.2
	

	
	
	

	778/14


	Public Participation
City Cllr. Bowman reported that a Tri-Partite meeting held recently (which was attended by the Clerk on behalf of the Council) had confirmed that the parish charter was still not fully settled due to the planning agreements.  
Parishioner Mr B Hogg requested information about the forthcoming elections.  The Clerk confirmed that nomination papers were available from her and she had electoral roll numbers for anyone standing.  Posters were to be displayed advertising the arrangements on 20 March 2015.

Parishioner Mrs M Winter raised concerns regarding parking arrangements in the area around Holly Garth and the former Centurion following the issuing of a makeshift parking ticket to a new householder.  She also voiced concerns regarding the application to remove the affordable housing criteria from the site adjacent to 1 and 2 Whitehouse.  It was confirmed that national planning policy has changed and this could not be interfered with by the Parish Council.
	

	
	
	

	779/15
	Administrative Matters

779/15.1 Clerks Report

Royal Garden Party – A nomination was submitted for Cllr. Evans to attend but this was unsuccessful.

Grass Cutting – A contract has been issued to Colvilles Grounds Maintenance and signed.

Trees – Work on the trees is now completed.  A small tree was also removed free of charge by a local after blowing down on the Green.

Oil Buying Syndicate – information on joining the Irthington syndicate has been circulated via email and Facebook.  An article will also be placed in the next newsletter.

Stones on Village Green – a report of rubble on the Green adjacent to Friars Garth is being investigated and will be dealt with in due course.

779/15.2 Recycling Signage
Resolved to purchase custom signage at a cost of £58 plus VAT for installation adjacent to the recycling area.  

779/15.3 Electronic Summons Consent

Forms had been circulated for consent to distribute the agenda via email and were returned by Cllr’s Wood, Fowler, Davies, Brocklebank, Armstrong and Evans.

779/15.4 Clothes Bank

A request had been received from the Salvation Army that a clothing recycling bank be installed at the recycling area.  After consideration it was resolved to refuse the request on the grounds that many nearby parishes have similar facilities.

779/15.5 Planning Carlisle’s Future: Carlisle District Local Plan 2015 – 2030

Resolved not to submit a response from the Parish Council.

779/15.6 Audit Documents

The updated internal audit checklist, internal auditor terms of reference, asset register, insurance assessment and financial risk assessment were all agreed and noted.  It was also noted that the internal auditor, Mrs P Cronin, continues in the position for the financial year 2014/15 and all future years until further notice.

779/15.7 Policy on Broadcasting and the use of Social Media

Resolved to adopt the above policy with immediate effect.  A poster will be displayed at all Council meetings in the future and the policy will be uploaded onto the website in due course.

779/15.8 Summer Play Days

Some confusion surrounded whether the Village Hall were requesting to host these days or whether the decision should be a Parish Council made one.  The scheme is provided by the Cumbrian Sports and Physical Activities Foundation at a cost of £400 per day plus hall hire.  Debate was held regarding the potential lack of numbers of parish attendees and the cost of the scheme.  Another matter touched upon was also the promotion in general of the Village Hall.  The item was deferred for further discussion until item 783/15.2
779/15.9 Elections 2015

As noted in public participation, the Clerk has a limited supply of nomination papers available and if anyone wishes to stand for the next four year term of office they should contact her or the Returning Officer at the Civic Centre.  Nomination papers should be returned to the Civic Centre between 23rd March and 9th April 2015.
779/15.10 Pension and Payroll Arrangements
The Clerk reported that the Parish Council had been provided with their enrolment date for the new national pension arrangements and advised the Council that it may be beneficial to consider outsourcing the registration process to ensure compliance.  She also reported that it may be necessary in the future, particularly if the position of Clerk was to change hands, that monthly payroll arraignments also be outsourced, as is similar in many other parishes due to the increasing burden of HMRC reporting.  This would be at an approximate cost of £15 per month for the payroll alone.  The cost of the pension’s enrolment is unknown at present but is likely to take approximately five hours. 

	CLERK

	780/15
	Village Green and Common Land

780/15.1 Maintenance in the Moor 
The Chairman reported that he had met with the Young Farmers Group who were to look at doing some maintenance works in the Moor as part of a grant funded project they were applying for.  This will include strimming and building and installing some bird boxes.  Cllr. Evans will collate the costs of laying new sleepers for the walkways before the next meeting and it is hoped these will be laid using only volunteer labour.  

780/15.2 Railings on the Green adjacent to the Church 

A price from a blacksmith had been obtained to repair the bent railings adjacent to the Church.  This had been estimated at £125 per post and there would be a minimum of eight posts to do.  After discussion it was agreed that Cllr. T Armstrong would organise a volunteer to attempt to weld the posts in situ, as it was thought removal due to them being concreted into the ground, would prove too costly and time consuming.  A decision will be taken on the way forward when it is known if the volunteer welding has been successful or not.  It was noted that a parishioner has offered to pay for the cost of painting the railings if possible. 

780/15.3 Noticeboard Surfacing 

Resolved to purchase four pieces of safa-matting to lay underneath the noticeboard at a cost of £97.95 plus VAT.  A price for installation has been requested from the contracted grass cutters but may be undertaken by volunteers if necessary.

780/15.4 Land Registry

It was reported that notification had been received from Land Registry an application regarding an area of land on the south side of Rose Cottage had been lodged to allow ownership to transfer from the Parish Council to the applicants.  The matter had been referred to the Parish Council for solicitors to object to and Councillors resolved to agree with this and contest the application as it was of concern that a precedent would be set for other householders to claim areas of the Green in the future.  A legal objection needs to be filed with Land Registry before 1 April 2015.
780/15.5 Tarmac adjacent to the Village Hall
A complaint had been received regarding vehicles parking on the area of tarmac designated as a play area, beside the Village Hall.  It was noted that signage to try and prevent the problem had been previously refused by the Village Hall Management Committee.  A newsletter article to promote awareness will be placed in the next edition.
	JE
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	781/15
	Planning
781/15.1 14/1076 Brooklands, Walton, Brampton, Cumbria CA8 2DX -  Demolition Of Existing Extensions; Erection Of Single Storey Extensions To Provide Additional Living Accommodation To Front Elevation With Utility Room, Boot/Cloak Room, Toilet And Pantry To Side Elevation; Erection Of Steel Framed Shed
Noted that permission has been granted.
781/15.2 15/0095 Brooklands, Walton, Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 2DX – Erection of a Steel Framed Shed
Noted that the Clerk had responded under delegated powers with no representation.


	

	782/15
	Outside Body Reports
Verbal reports from the following bodies were noted:

782/15.2 Walton Village Hall Management Committee:  It was noted that various grant funding had been received for a new floor and kitchen.  Tiling in the kitchen was still to be completed.  A Race Night had been held that had been very successful.  It was also noted that an Easter event was planned for the children and that the Tea Room had now reopened under new management and weekend opening had been specified as a necessity in the contract.  
782/15.2 Save Our Pub:  Cllrs Wood and Davies chose not to leave the room for this item, although they took no part in the discussion.  Cllr. Fowler reported that the City Council had declined a Certificate of Proposed Lawful Development for the former Centurion Inn.  The standard appeals process was in place.
782/15.3 Broadband Champion:  No news was reported.
782/15.4 Hadrian’s Wall Pathway Group: Cllr. Wood reported he had attended a meeting with councillors from Stanwix Rural PC and Burtholme PC to look at maintenance of the pathway and promotion of the trail.  He noted it would be an ideal opportunity to help promote the tea room and proposed camping barn in the parish and will make contact with both.  The continuing issue of the lack of toilet facilities was a priority and an issue over a broken gate at Dovecote bridge had been taken up on behalf of a parishioner.

	SW

	783/15
	Financial Matters
783/15.1 Accounts to end February 2015
The summary accounts from 1st April had been previously circulated and were noted.  Cllr Wood completed the reconciliation at the close of the meeting.  
783/15.2 Donation Request, Walton Village Hall

Resolved to donate £300 towards tiling of the new kitchen and £50 towards the planned Easter event.  No decision was taken on any donation towards the proposed summer play days as it was suggested that grant funding should be sought in the first instance.  The Chair is to confirm with the Clerk as soon as possible if the Hall or Parish Council are to host the days, if they are to go ahead at all.

783/15.3 Payments 

Resolved to authorise payment of the invoices as listed in the schedule dated 16th March 2015.
783/15.4 Receipts

The following receipts were noted.

· £300 Carlisle City Council (donation to Lees Hill School)
· £455.28 HMRC VAT refund

It was also noted that grant monies for the Village Hall are due imminently and these will be paid to the Village Hall as soon as received and before the financial year end if possible.
	JE

	
	
	

	784/15
	Councillor Matters
Cllr. Fowler reported dog fouling in the Village.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting but will be reported to the Officer at the City Council in the meantime.

Cllr Fowler also reported complaints again over speeding.  The Clerk will chase up why the radar gun training has not yet progressed and will also clarify why the repeater signage was not available. 

Cllr A F Armstrong requested parking outside the reading room is re-examined.  This will be placed on the May agenda.
Cllr Davies requested that consideration be given to the use of planning consultants or a smaller firm of solicitors should any future legal matters arise to try and save on costs.  It was also clarified at this point that BACS payments are not as yet available on the PC bank account but may hopefully be at a future date.
Cllr Davies also highlighted the issue of rubble outside Friars Garth as mentioned in the above Clerks report.  It was confirmed that the grass cutters would be asked to tidy round the area before cutting commences, if necessary.
	CLERK

CLERK

	
	
	

	785/15
	Schedule of Correspondence, Notices and Publications

Items received since the last meeting and not otherwise on the agenda were noted.
	

	
	
	

	786/15
	Date of Next Meeting
Resolved that the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 11th May 2015 at the slightly earlier time of 7.15pm.  The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will directly follow the closure of this.  
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21.01.
	


Signed (Chairman):………………………

11th May 2015

