

WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 18th May 2015 in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs J Fowler (Chairman), B Hogg, T Mark, F Winter, A Armstrong, T Mounsey and Tom Brocklebank.
In Attendance: 
City Cllr. S Bowman and four parishioners.
Apologies:
Simon Wood.
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	793/15
794/15
795/15
	Election Of Chairman

The outgoing Chairman Dr. J Evans took the Chair.  
Resolved unanimously to elect Cllr Fowler as Chairman for the Council Year 2015/16.  Cllr Fowler signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman. 
Dr. J Evans left the meeting.
Election of Vice Chairman
Resolved to elect Cllr Brocklebank as Vice Chairman for the Council Year 2015/16.
Minutes Of Meeting Held Wednesday 8th April 2015 

Resolved that the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting be agreed and signed as a true record
	

	
	
	

	796/15
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests had been received.  
	

	
	
	

	797/15
	Declarations of Interest

No declarations were made.  
	

	
	
	

	798/15

799/15

	Public Participation - City Councillors/Parishioners
City Cllr Bowman informed Councillors that the City had a new mayor, Steve Layden.  He also commented that there had been a delay in paying the parish precepts.  
No comments were raised by the attending public.
Administrative and Governance Matters

799/15.1 Bank Matter

Resolved to appoint Cllr Mark as a new bank signatory for the Council in conjunction with the existing signatories of Cllrs Fowler, Brocklebank and Armstrong.  Also resolved to complete an updated bank mandate due to the new signatory and change of Chairman and to sign forms to authorise the Clerk to make internet bank payments.

799/15.2 Appointment of Representatives to Outside Bodies
Resolved to appoint councillors onto outside bodies as follows:

· Walton Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Winter
· Save Our Pub Group – Cllr Fowler
· Brampton and Beyond – Cllr Hogg
· Hadrian’s Wall Walks Group – Cllr Wood
· Broadband Champion – Cllr Brocklebank
Also agreed that Cllrs Hogg and Mark would act as representatives for the volunteer bus scheme that is currently being launched in case of any beneficial parish involvement.
799/15.3 Policies

It was noted that a review of the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations had been undertaken with no immediate changes recommended.  It was also resolved to adopt a Freedom of Information Policy, Document Retention Policy, Data Protection Policy and Equal Opportunities Policy after they had been previously circulated to councillors.
799/15.4 Clerks Contract 
Resolved to agree and sign an updated contract of employment for the Clerk to bring it into line with the Society Of Local Council Clerks guidelines   The Chairman and Clerk both signed a copy with the Chairman retaining a copy for future reference.
799/15.5 Noticeboard 
The Clerk explained that whilst attempting to display posters the board had fallen apart with the entire centre door falling off and the key being broken in the lock. This has meant the centre parish council section is now unable to be opened.  Concerns were also noted from the annual parish meeting that the notices on the public section of the boards are not being cleared out often enough and a sign informing stating that posters will be removed after a specified time frame, may be required in the future.  
Resolved that Cllrs Hogg and Winter investigate the best methods of repair of the board.  

799/15.6 Summer Activity Days
Consideration was given to the provision of up to three summer activity days in the village hall to be led by the Sports and Physical Activities Foundation.  Debate was held as to the likely cost versus benefits for local children and promotion of the parish, as well as the potential for possible grant funding towards the scheme.

Resolved to apply to County Cllr Mallinson and City Cllr Bowman for funding and to hold one day mid-August at a cost of £5 per child.  

	BH/FW

SK


	800/15
	Village Green and Common Land

800/15.1 Play Area Inspection

Resolved to hold a site inspection with Cllrs on Tuesday 26th May at 7.00pm to investigate works necessary, as stipulated in the annual safety report which had been previously circulated.  It was confirmed that a weekly inspection for major faults is currently carried out by a volunteer and that a group responsible for maintenance issues could be established in the longer term.  
800/15.2 Railings at Church 

Cllr Armstrong reported that he was going to attempt to straighten the railings imminently.  He will liaise with Cllr Mounsey in case any welding is necessary.  
800/15.3 Surfacing at Noticeboard

Resolved that Colvilles Grounds Maintenance be authorised to lay the safety surfacing at a cost of £100.  
800/15.4 Land Registry Transfer

It was noted that land previously registered to the Parish Council on the South Side of Rose Cottage, Walton, Brampton has been transferred to named applicants.

800/15.5 Maintenance in the Moor
Resolved to investigate the replacement sleepers required during the above mentioned play area site inspection (min. 800/15.1 refers).  
800/15.6 Dog Fouling 
The Clerk reported that she had appealed for further information and had informed the dog enforcement officer of the previously reported problems, however it was agreed that the only real solution to the problem is if parishioners anonymously report offenders to the dog enforcement team.  

Resolved to put an article in the next newsletter with advice on reporting procedures.  
800/15.7 Parking at the Village Hall/Reading Room
Consideration was given to the on-going parking problems however as it was agreed that a car park was an unlikely solution and “no parking” signs would be advisory rather than legally enforceable, no action other than to monitor the problem would be taken.   
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	801/15
	Planning Matters
15/0095 Brooklands, Walton, Brampton, Cumbria, CA8 2DX – Erection of a Steel Framed Shed 

Noted that permission has been granted.
	

	
	
	

	802/15
	Outside Bodies

Verbal reports from representatives of the following bodies were noted:
Walton Village Hall Management Committee:  A written report from Dr. Evans was read out stating: 
The Walton Village Hall Management Committee Annual General Meeting was held on 8th May 2015.  New officers were appointed for the forthcoming year as follows: 

Chair: Emma Brocklebank

Vice Chair: Tracy Jackson

Treasurer: vacant at present and to be filled

Secretary: Rebecca Lowes

Booking Secretary – vacant at present

Date of next meeting Sunday 31st May 2015 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall – all are welcome.  The next social event will be an Open Mike night which will be held in June.
Save Our Pub:  No update was given.  
Broadband Champion:  Cllr Brocklebank reported that the switch on date had been moved back until the summer.  
Hadrian’s Wall Walks Group:  No update was given.  
	

	
	
	

	803/15
	Financial Matters

803/15.1 Internal Audit Report

It was noted that the internal audit had been carried out and the end of year report for the financial year 2014/15 had shown all was in order and no actions were necessary.
803/15.2 Accounts to Year Ended 31st March 2015

Resolved to approve the accounts.  The Chairman and Clerk singed the Annual Return form.

803/15.3 Audit Commission Annual Return for Year Ended 31st March 2015
Resolved to approve the statement of Assurance and authorise the Chairman and Clerk to sign the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2015.

803/15.4 Receipts 
Noted income received of £5,127 from Carlisle City Council comprising £4,685 precept and £442 Council Tax Rebate Scheme grant.   
803/15.5 Expenditure
Resolved to authorise two councillors to sign cheques as detailed on the payment schedule totalling £1,854.71.  The balance at bank for 30 April 2015 was £8,165.17 with £1,768.50 being ring-fenced play area funds.  
803/15.6 Payroll
A report had been previously circulated requesting Councillors consider the use of a payroll provider at an annual cost of £68 per annum as the Clerk was finding the administration of the real time reporting each month to HMRC more burdensome than previously. 

Resolved to contract out the payroll to Cumbria Payroll Services.  
803/15.7 Clerks Salary
Resolved to change the payment method for the Clerk’s salary from standing order to cheque or BACS.  A letter to the bank to cancel the standing order was authorised.
803/15.8 Society of Local Council Clerks Membership
The Clerk requested that the Council consider a donation towards the cost of the Clerks SLCC Membership, the full total having been paid by her main Parish Council employer but with Walton receiving benefit from the membership also.  
Resolved to donate £15 towards membership costs. 
	

	
	
	

	804/15
	Councillor Matters and Agenda Items for Future Meetings
Additional matters were raised regarding the volunteer bus service (min. 799/15.2 refers) and devolved grass cutting services from Carlisle City Council.  As the City do not cut any grass in the parish this matter was disregarded.
Cllr Hogg noted thanks to parishioners Mr Murray and Mrs Brocklebank for their efforts in cleaning the bus shelter and phone box.  Cllr Brocklebank followed on from this and requested consideration be given to a general parish tidy up in the autumn.  This will be considered in due course.

Cllr Brockelbank also noted thanks to the outgoing Chairman Dr. John Evans for all of his efforts.  A letter of thanks from the Council will be sent to him.  
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	805/15
	Correspondence

A schedule of correspondence, notices and publications received since the last meeting was noted.  Cllrs were encouraged to read any correspondence circulated to them.  
	

	
	
	

	806/15
	Date of Next Meeting
Resolved that the next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 13th July 2015 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Walton.   There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21.15.
	


Signed (Chairman):………………………

13th July 2015

