WALTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Walton Parish Council held on Monday 14th March 2016 in Walton Village Hall.

Present: 
Cllrs J Fowler (Chairman), B Hogg, S Wood, T Mark, A Armstrong and F Winter.
Apologies:
Cllrs T Brocklebank and T Mounsey.

In Attendance: 
City Cllr S Bowman and four members of the public.
	
	
	Action

	
	
	

	853/16

	Minutes Of Meeting Held Monday 11 January 2016 

Resolved that the minutes of the last Parish Council meeting be agreed and signed as a true record
	

	854/16
	Requests for Dispensations
No requests for dispensations were received.  
	

	
	
	

	855/16
	Declarations of Interest

Cllr Wood declared an interest in all matters relating to the Save our Pub Group.  
	

	
	
	

	856/16

857/16

	Public Participation
Mr Bullough requested that the Parish Council support the enforcement notice currently served on the former Centurion Inn and support rejection of the appeal that has been made against it.  He also requested that the PC object to planning application 16/0167.  It was noted that the Centurion will not have to open as a public house even if the enforcement notice is successful, but the building will need restored to its previous physical state and there will be restrictions on the living quarters.
Administrative and Governance Matters

857.1/16 Defibrillator Signage
Resolved to purchase four defibrillator signs at a cost of £94 plus VAT.
857.2/16 Audit 2015/16
Resolved to adopt an updated internal audit checklist, internal audit plan, internal auditor terms of reference, asset register and financial risk assessment for the financial year 2015/16.  The continued appointment of the Mrs M Warwick as Internal Auditor was also noted until further notice and it was agreed that a review the effectiveness of the internal audit arrangements was satisfactory.
857.3/16 Fidelity Insurance
Noted that a review of the above had been carried out and it was deemed that the levels of fidelity insurance held were more than adequate.
857.4/16 Training
Resolved to hold a CALC selective at a cost of £150.  The date to be confirmed by the Clerk.

	SK

	
	
	

	858/16
	Village Green and Common Land

858.1/16 Land Adjacent to the Grove
Noted that no update was available since Cllr Hogg met with an Ordinance Survey representative.
858.2/16 Cattle Straying into the Village
Cost of Cattle grid to be installed would be in the region of £25,000. With no obvious sources of funding, this option is not available.  No further action identified.   Insurance cover for personal injury as a result of damage to the Parish green is confirmed as long as regular risk assessment checks and Parish Green condition checks are carried out.
858.3/16 Commemorative Plaque
Resolved to remove the existing plaque and have a new metal stay manufactured.  This will be positioned at a nearby tree.  Costs are to be confirmed but are likely to be minimal. 
858.4/16 Railings at Church

Resolved to proceed with painting the railings using Parish Councillors as volunteers.  Paint will be sourced using existing personal supplies or purchased if necessary.  The previous offer by a parishioner to pay for the paint will be considered further if needs be.  A date to carry out the painting will be arranged by Cllrs Hogg and Mark, weather permitting.
858.5/16 Crown Uplift of Trees

Noted that the uplift had been carried out by Parish Councillors as volunteers.  A full risk assessment had been compiled and carried out by Cllr Brocklebank prior to the works.
858.6/16 Tree Risk Assessment

Quotations had been obtained for the above of £220 and £310. A third quote had been requested from multiple firms but not received.
Resolved to accept a quotation of £220 from BHA Trees for carrying out a risk assessment of parish owned trees.  Concerns over a tree adjacent to Townfoot will be dealt with after the assessment has been completed.
858.7/16 Risk Assessment

A risk assessment for all matters had been circulated alongside the agenda. It was resolved to accept the document and the following points were noted:

· Cllr Fowler will assume responsibility for undertaking regular checks of the Village Green; Clerk to forward him the play area assessment sheet as guidance.

· Cllrs Winter & Mark will assume responsibility for visually checking trees after high winds.

· It was acknowledged that new guidelines relating to goal post safety have been received which will require additional checks and review of current arrangements.  This will be discussed fully at the May PC meeting.
858.8/16 Geocaching

Resolved to grant permission for a geocache to be hidden on parish council owned land.
858.9/16 Event on Village Green

Resolved to grant permission for the Village Hall Management Committee to use the Village Green for a social event on 2 July.  The marquees will be erected and volunteers to help with their assembly are welcome.
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	859/16
	Outside Bodies

Verbal reports from representatives of the following bodies were noted:

Walton Village Hall Management Committee:  Cllr Winter reported that over £200 had been raised at a recent Race Night.
Save Our Pub:  This item was to be discussed later in the meeting.
Broadband: No update was made.
	

	
	
	

	860/16
	Financial Matters

860.1/16 Accounts to end February 2016
A summary of income and expenditure from 1st April to 29th February had been circulated alongside the agenda and was noted.  Cllr Wood signed the reconciliation following the close of the meeting.
860.2/16 Expenditure
Resolved to authorise two councillors to sign the payment schedule authorised direct internet payments totalling £696.53.  The balance at bank at 29th February 2016 was £8,700.74 with £1,246.98 being ring-fenced play area funds.  
860.3/16 Receipts

Noted income received of £12.50 from the Reading Room Café, £20 from Nicholson’s Funeral Directors, £20 from GMC services, all towards advertising in the Walton News and £505.53 from HMRC (VAT refund).
860.4 Donation Request
Resolved to donate:

· £250 to the Village Hall Management Committee for printer ink consumables as well as broadband rental (S. 133; direct internet payment);
· £150 to St. Mary’s Church for grass cutting in the churchyard (Open Spaces Act 1906 s. 15; ch.100635) and
· £50 to the Lees Hill School PTA for gardening project costs (S137, ch.100636)  
	

	
	
	

	861/16

	Planning Matters

861.1/16 Centurion Inn
Correspondence relating to enforcement action currently served on the former Centurion Inn was noted in conjunction with an appeal made by the owner of the property.
Resolved: to write to the Planning Inspectorate in support of the enforcement notice as the Council believe there has been sufficient time to carry out the works required.  It will also be requested that the enforcement action pushes for full re-instatement of the bar, toilets, restaurant and kitchen areas as these are not currently covered by the notice.   The letter will be submitted by the Chairman.
861.2/16 16/0167 The Old Centurion, Walton, Brampton, CA8 2DH - Change Of Use Of Public House (A4 Use) With First Floor Letting Rooms And Ancillary Residential Accommodation To Cafeteria/Restaurant (A3 Use) With First Floor Ancillary Residential Accommodation
Resolved: To object to the application on the grounds that there is a continued desire in the Parish to retain a Public House and to also suggest that the application is deferred until the above-mentioned enforcement notice appeal is determined.  The letter will be submitted by the Chairman.
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	862/16
	Councillor Matters and Agenda Items for Future Meetings

No items were raised although it was noted that goal post management will be an item for the May agenda.
	

	
	
	

	862/16
	Correspondence

A schedule of correspondence, notices and publications received since the last meeting was noted.  
	

	
	
	

	864/16
	Date of Next Meeting
Resolved that the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 9th May 2016 in the Village Hall, Walton.  The meeting will begin directly after the closure of the Annual Parish Meeting which will begin at 7.15pm. 
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.53.
	


Signed (Chairman):………………………

9 May 2016

